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Venerable Man-Chien and President James Yang of BLIA Victoria,
Australia with the float of BLIA

Multiculture, Diversity, Harmony
and the New Millennium

In May 2001 Victoria became the focus of the national
celebration as what had happened 100 years ago. The
highlight of celebrating a Centenary of Federation was the
Nation on Parade on 6 May. There were 99 floats and
about seven thousand participants in procession on that
day. With more than 300,000 spectators this was indeed
the biggest parade in the history of Australia so far. The
Victorian Government had spent nearly two yearsin
planning. The Buddha's Light International Association,
Victoria (BLIA.Vic) was proudly selected and sponsored,
among more than 800 applicants, to participate the Nation
on Parade.

BLIA.Vic commenced its planning and designing of the
float in 2000. The idea and theme of the float had the
support of the Victorian Federation Committee.

On the evening before the Nation on Parade, Channel 7
showed a documentary relating to the various planning
stages of the Nation on Parade. It only mentioned six
floats and BLIA.Vic's float was one of them. On 6 May
2001 Channel 7 telecasted the parade live from 11.00am.
During the procession, several float organisers including
BLIA Vic. President, Mr James Y ang, were interviewed
live on air. James said: "At the moment Buddhism is the
fast-developed religionsin Australia. 'Multiculturalism,
Harmony and New Millennium' is the theme of BLIA. Vic
which also reflects the aim of bringing Buddhism into
communities and reaching every corner of the world.

This year because of the Centenary Celebration
combined with Buddha's Day, BLIA.Vic had organised a
two-day festival by the Yarra. This event had been
recognised by the Victorian Government as one of the
Centenary activities and also appointed by the City of
Melbourne as one of its Culture and Arts activities. We
are proud of these recognitions of the efforts made by
BLIA.Vic. Thishonour belongs to all Fo Guang Shan
members.

On 5 May at 11.00am, the Opening Ceremony
commenced with many distinguished guests.There were
more than 50,000 people attending the two-day festive
events.

This year the display section not only introduced
Buddhism and the development of Fo Guang Shan, but
also provided information about the Australian 100 year
national history, the history of Melbourne, and the
introduction of more than ten outstanding Chinese in
Victoria. The book launch was about the most recently
published "Wish thoughts, Modern Mentality" by Ven.
Master Hsing Yun.

All in the two-day event was a resounding success.
This was the result of tremendous efforts put together by
more than 450 members and volunteers of BLIA Victoria
that included volunteers from Taiwan and Sydney.
Furthermore, 2001 is the Year of Volunteers. It reminds
us of the outstanding contributions by volunteers which is
aways the silent force behind every success. Finally, our
sincere thanks also go to our valuable sponsors, the
Victorian Government, the City of Melbourne and the
support and guidance of our Venerables.

Over a thousand people
joyfully appreciated

Life in a Buddhist Temple

(Berlin) On May 6, 2001, the BLIA Berlin Chapter
combined with Fo Guang Shan Berlin Temple organized a
one-day program for the general public to experience'Life
in aBuddhist Temple'.

Inspirited by the German's practice of 'Open Day' for
self-introduction, this one-day program was designed with
great effort and planning by the members of the BLIA
Germany group and the rewards of this success was as a
result of the harmonious cooperation of every member.

The activities for the one-day program included an
introduction to the temple, meditation practice, group
discussion, a movie, tea ceremony, and ending with a
prayer in offering the lamp for blessing. This program was
well received with over a thousand German visitors
wanting to know the essence of the Buddhist doctrine and
the daily life in atemple. The participants left happily
with agood impression of Fo Guang Shan, they were very
touched by the lamp offering ceremony.

The program was reported in the four major local
newspapers namely the Berliner Morgenpost, Berliner

who read the news in the papers, phoned or came
personally to the temple for more information. Twc
German associations expressed their desire to join the
German Buddhist Class. The success of this program has
planted many seeds for the prosperity and growth of
Buddhism in Germany.

Members of BLIA, Darjeeling participating in the Vesakh Day
parade

Darjeeling Chapter Celebrates
Vesakh Day

On May 7th the Darjeeling, India Chapter organized &
Buddha Jayanti onVesakh Day. The program started early

in the morning at 8:00 am with the chanting of a Pali sutre
followed by a Dharmatalk by the President, Venerable
Dhamma Dhiroo. All the children of Kripasaran Buddhist
Mission and nearly fifty BLIA members took part in tha
special event. The participants later distributed lunch
packs to all patients of the two hospitals in Darjeeling.
Though rained heavily since the morning, they still
proceeded with a peace procession around the town
carrying the statue of Shakyamuni Buddha and chanting &
Buddhist litany in Hindi, and Namo Guang Shi Yin Pu Se
in Chinese. During the evening, children gave talks or
Buddhism which were very much appreciated by the
members present.

Zeitung, Berliner Abendblatt and Focus. Other journalists,

L : s 4 iR 7
Members of BLIA, Darjeeling distributing lunch to hospital

patients

A NEW BOOK IN ENGLISH FROM MASTER HSING YUN
BUDDHISM PURE AND SIMPLE

The English tranglation of Master Hsing Y un's Commentary on the Sutra of the Eight Realizations of
Great Beings has be published by Weatherhill, Inc. under the title "Buddhism Pure and Simple".
This commentary, which first appeared in Chinese in 1959, is a masterpiece of style and wit. In it
Master Hsing Y un explains the Sutra of the Eight Realizations of Great Beings by using stories
and observations gathered from years of living. This volume is especially interesting since was
one the first books written by Master Hsing Y un.

"This book is a ray of light that traces a path to eternal truths. It is rare to encounter such a high
crossing between East and West."

~Robert Reese Jones, Senior Professor, Sagami Women's University and Junior College, Kanagawa, Japan

"This commentary provides a firm grounding in basic Buddhist concepts. Master Hsing Yun shows us a
wisdom that is awakened from worldly delusions and thus able to see reality as it really is."

~Sandra A. Wawrytko, Ph.D., Departments of Philosophy and Asian Studies, San Diego State University

"Buddhism Plain and Simple provides a clear and compelling summary of Buddhist thought and practice. It is
an elegant and powerful translation of the Sutra of the Eight Realizations of Great Beings and Master Hsing
Yun's commentary on this short but captivating text from the Chinese Buddhist canon. The crystalline clarity

of this work articulates both the profundity of the sutra and of Master Hsing Yun's commentary, and it may
provide this charismatic Buddhist master with an English voice that matches the power of his Chinese voice."

~Roger Schmidt, Professor of Religious Studies, His Lai University

"A master text by a master teacher! The commentary is constantly illustrated with delightful stories that
provide practical guidelines for daily life in an engaging and compelling way."

~David Chappell, Ph.D. Emeritus Professor, University of Hawaii

"Master Hsing Yun uses the Sutra of Eight Realizations of Great Beings as the basis for a commentary that
turns out to be an excellent description of Buddhist doctrine. In a warm and engaging style, this well-known

teacher provides a detailed account of Buddhist throught. It is at once a good manual for the beginner and a
reminder of the depth of the message of the tradition for those who are already versed in it."

~Lewi R. Lancaster, University of California, Berkeley

To order:

Phone: 1-626-961-9697

e-mail: manpu_shih@yahoo.com

internet: http://www.amazon.com or http://www.bn.com
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In Queensland 150,000 People
Bathing the Buddha

South Bank Parkland Flooded with
Crowds Coming for Buddha's Light

(Queensland News) Following a solemn Site Purifying
Ceremony, the Buddha Birthday Festival Celebration
organized by BLIA of Queensland (BLIAQ) and
Foguangshan Chung Tian Temple was grandly opened at 4
pm on May 4, 2001.

The Buddha Birthday Festival Celebration of this year
lasted for two and a half days and was of the biggest scale
since its inception five years ago. The atmosphere was
filled with joyous beating of drums and gongs or melodies
of singing and dancing. People kept on coming like tidal
waves from all directions. It was indeed a rare occasion
for Australians and Chinese people to
participate. Crowds of people coming
together to share the joy of Buddha's
Birthday. BLIAQ estimated the total
attendance of this celebration to be
150,000.

Distinguished guests including Cr.
Quinn representing the Mayor of
Brisbane, Cr. Freeman , Mayor of
Logan City, Mr. Timothy Y ang from
the Taipei Economic and Culture
Office and other 150 officials and
representatives from different
communities gathered together at
10am on May 6 to join in the
celebration they all praised the
grandeur of the ceremony and its spirit
of peace and harmony. The inclusion
of amultifaith blessing ceremony held
by people of different religions well
demonstrated the goodwill and
tolerance of Buddhism. The spirit of
unconditional loving-kindness and
compassion enables Buddhism to
rediate its unique luster in Australia.

In the wonderful Dharma event, BLIAQ also presented
eighteen stone Arahat statues for permanent display in
South Bank. These gained lots of warm applause from the
participants on site and again demonstrated compassion
and concern for others in Buddhism in this great
celebration.

In this Buddha Birthday Festival Celebration, there was
light offering in each of the three evenings. When the sun
was set, crowds of people proceeded to the Piazza. After
acquiring alight, they lined up in an orderly manner,
chanting the "Medicine Buddha Consecration by
Sprinkling Mantra" and made prostrations. The scene of

; e D e g
Venerable Yi Lai witl
Buddha Ceremony"

s
Members of BLIA Queensland, Australia making offerings

having thousands of light sparkling and shinning each
other in the dark really excelled those stars in the sky.
These lights not only shone into the infinite space but also
brightened the heart of everyone. People participating in
this light offering ceremony, regardless of age, sex and
race all prayed sincerely for the prosperity of their
families and friends, and the peace and harmony of their
countries and the world. Such a grand and dignified scene
deeply impressed the people there.

Apart from the distinctive multicultural performances,
the final highlight of the Buddha Birthday Celebration
was fireworks display. Countless spectators densely
packed on both sides of the river, enjoying the beautiful
sparkling trees and silvery blossoms unfolding themselves
in the clear dark sky. This not only imparted the great joy
of Buddha's Birthday to people, but also implanted a
Bodhi seed to their joyful mind.

h children in Papua New Guinea and presiding over the "Bathing the

Children's Day in Darjeeling

The Darjeeling, India Chapter organized a Children's
Day celebration on May 13th. This program was for the
children of the Kripasaran Buddhist Mission. Mr. Alok
Barua sponsored a breakfast and lunch for all the
members and staff of the mission. Children of the Mission
sang songs and performed dances.

After lunch, there was a quiz on Buddhism conducted
by the President, Venerable Dhamma Dhiroo. The
children expressed their interest, and joyfulness, that they
end the program late into the night.

BLIA New York YAD Conduct a
Training Seminar

A training seminar for organizing children summer
camp was conducted at Deer Park with about 6C
participants. The seminar was organized by the BLIA
New York YAD, with members even coming from Dallas
and California. The program was well coordinated anc
fun-filled. Each participant was able to learn many skills
and techniques in working with children and organizing
group activities for them.

2001 BLIA Young Executive
Training Camp in Fo Guang Shan

BLIA Youth Center held "2001 BLIA Y oung Executive
Training Camp-Elite Counselor Training Program" during
May 4th thru May 6th. There were a total of 11C
participants from 44 colleges around Taiwan.

In order to foster qualified staffs, BLIA Y outh Center
invited Venerable Tzu Jung to teach "Living Directions of
Buddhist Youth", Mr. Mu-Yi Wang to teach "Groug
Activity Leading Techniques", Mr. Kuang-Chi Tseng tc
teach "Art of Speech-Win-Win Communication Skills",
Mr. Chin-Ying Chen to teach "Counseling Theory anc
Peer Counseling”, and Venerable Hui-Guang to teach
"Manner of Buddha's Light Y outh". These classes
emphasize on strengthen skills for personal growth
development, activity leadership, and the techniques tc
assist others.

During the closing ceremony, Secretary-General of
BLIA World Headquarters Venerable Tzu Jung told the
participants to see personal life as atrain; one station after
another, achieving goals slowly but certainly. BLIA Y outf
Center Chief Executive Officer, Ms. Hui-Chen Yeh,
encourages young adults to be like rubber band, use the
forces of self and others to extend live and vision, and tc
helping/connecting each other.

Members from BLIA Youth Center, Taiwan in workshops for group
activity

Being Converted Through Buddhist Ceremonial

James B. Karolek was born on November 11, 1940 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and pass away on May 15, 2001 in
San Diego. His funeral service was held at the FGS Hsi Fang Temple on May 19, 2001.

Dr. Karolek was a seeker of truth, and he found it in Buddhism thirty years ago.

His education was comprehensive; he received a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology from the University of
Wisconsin at Milwaukee in 1965, and his Master of Sciencein Clinical Psychology from San Diego State in 1971.

He spent ten years with the San Diego County Probation Department working to rehabilitate narcotics addicts, and
left this position to pursue a career as a Doctor of Chiropractic. He graduated from the Los Angeles College of
Chiropractic in 1985 and worked in this field until March of this year, when he learned that he had terminal cancer. He
enjoyed every day of life, especially when he was able to relieve patients' pain.

James loved Nature, especially wilderness and mountainous areas, and he believed that these magnificent places
could provide us with a glimpse of the face of God as well as the utter peace that Buddhism teaches us about. Others of
James's interests were classical music, yoga, Grand Prix auto racing and the welfare of animals, particularly that of
cats. Travel wasimportant to him as well; he spent time in Guatamala, temples of Chinaand Thailand.

In the last weeks of his life, he told his wife that the presence of the large statue of the seated, meditating Buddhain
the room gave him comfort through the experience of pancreatic and liver cancer.

Family, friends, and patients remember him as a compassionate healer.

(by Yi-yih, translated by Trisk Karalk)




